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Synopsis

Do our lives have meaning? Should we create more people? Is death bad? Should we commit
suicide? Would it be better to be immortal? Should we be optimistic or pessimistic? Since Life,
Death, and Meaning: Key Philosophical Readings on the Big Questions first appeared, David
Benatar’s distinctive anthology designed to introduce students to the key existential questions of
philosophy has won a devoted following among users in a variety of upper-level and even

introductory courses.
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Customer Reviews

The selection of papers is excellent....Benatar has done a first rate job in fulfilling, and when
necessary balancing, all those requirements and has produced an exceptionally good, interesting
and informative collection of papers. Students and educated laypersons who read through the
anthology will become familiar with some of the best and most representative works in the field
which include many of the most central and important arguments on the issues discussed....This
collection should prove to be an important contribution to the development of the discussion on
Analytic Existentialism. (Metapsychology Online Reviews)Students and educated laypersons who
read through the anthology will become familiar with some of the best and most representative
works in the field which include many of the most central and important arguments on the issues
discussed. While the articles are interesting and of a very high academic level, they are not too

technical, too long, or otherwise difficult for students or the educated public to follow. Although there



are already some anthologies that discuss the meaning of life, none relate the topic to questions of
immortality, death, suicide, or the benefit of coming into existence as this one does. (Iddo Landau
Metapsychology Online Reviews)A¢a —A“David Benatar has done a superb job in bringing together
this fine collection, now in its third, expanded and revised, edition. Life, Death and Meaning is quite
simply the best anthology of writings on A¢a —~Eceanalytic existentialismA¢a -a,¢ available. It has a
place on every serious philosophy studentA¢a —a,¢s bookshelf.A¢ga -A+ (Geoffrey Scarre,

Professor of Philosophy, Durham University)

David Benatar is professor of philosophy at the University of Cape Town, South Africa.

Great and wide in its explanation from what i passed over - not a great fit for my plans -yet is likely

to be for many people who are into this area. Cheers

If you are interested in questions of life, death, existence and non existence, and what is the
meaning of it all, this book will show you that you are really in good company! You can scan the
table of contents and focus on the subjects of most interest to you. Each contribution is preceded by
a brief paragraph that summarizes the author's argument. If you are intrigued, you can read all
about it. | "read" the kindle version this way, and plan to return to particular subjects for more
thorough reading. | also liked the references for further reading on each article, especially when
arguments in these references were discussed in the body of the article. Going to these sources
was a useful digression!l stumbled upon this book by searching for books authored by the recently
deceased ethicist Derek Parfit. Predictably, some of his ideas and arguments are discussed in this

collection.

Benatar edits this third edition of analytic existential readings on life, death and meaning. Finally, a
contemporary non-continental philosopher who brings analytic skills to clearly and precisely deal

with the most profound questions that face humanity.
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